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to a height of 7000 feet, only one tunnel \vas found to
be necessary. Curves are numerous and sharp, so that
the line describes a sinuous route among the peaks.
Although on the ascent of the mountains from a point
5 miles out of Skaguay grades of i in 25 were found
unavoidable to gain the summit, the descent on the
opposite side is much easier, for the difference in level
of the White Pass summit and White Horse summit,
gi miles beyond, is only SoS feet. However, the line
between these two levels is built for the most part on
forced grades.
Bearing in mind the character of the country traversed,
where lofty peaks and steep precipices alternate with deep
gorges and wide clefts, it is obvious that such a railway
as this could not be completed without recourse to heavy
bridging. In all there are 11,450 lineal feet of such struc-
tures* There are seven steel bridges, one of which, just
before the summit is gained, is 400 feet in length, with
the centre 215 feet above the bottom of the gorge.
Taken on the whole, labour was not so difficult a problem
in Alaska then as it is to-day, despite the remote
situation of the constructional work, for reasons already
explained. The enterprise found employment for about
35,000 men, and it speaks volumes for the care exercised
in regard to their comfort and welfare, that only 35
men met their deaths through accident and disease, not-
withstanding the high pressure with which work wras main-
tained. The men for the most part were far more intelligent
than those generally identified with such work.
To illustrate the extreme fascination that gold exercises
over these prospector-navvies, one incident is worth relat-
ing, The men were driving the grade with great zest,
quite contented with their lot, because the majority had
tasted the bitterness of ill-luck at the Klondike. One day
news trickled into the camp of the discovery of a new gold-
strike not far distant in British Columbia, It galvanised
the labourers like electricity, awoke all slumbering
ambitions and re-erected all the castles in the air which